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Vol. VI. 


The EXAMINER. « 


: ogvumb ii 





From friday June 25. to Mandap June 23. 





Videntur ea effe refutanda, gue in Senatu ab inimicis fepe jatata unt, & 
in Concione ab improbis, etiam paulo ante ab Accn{atoribus, ut onmi errore 


fublato, rem plane, que veuit in judicinm, videre poffitis, 


Cicero. 





HE Affair of the Bill of Schifm is now 
over. Ic is not the Bufinefs of the Law to 
argue, but to, enjoin. However fince the 
word Confcientc hath been fo often made 

| - ufe of, whilft this matter was in Agita- 
tion ; and abundance of pretended Pleas have been 
vanced, under the boafted Titles of Fair Reafoning and 
Impartial Argument, \ fhall endeavour to reconcile 
Mens Minds to fo neceffary a Statute; and will lay to- 
gether and examine, the moft {pecious ObjeStions, that 
could, with any fhew of Judgment, be made againft it; 
that the Diffenters and their Friends may not fay they 
are Ouxt-number’d and Onxt-voted, without being firft 
fairly filenced and confuted: At leaft | intend to offer 
my Sentiments of what hath been faid and handed 
about without Doors, in fuch a manner, that I hope I 
fhall omit no one thing of weight, which hath yet been 
form’'d into the Shadow and Appearance of a Reafon. 
For as to the Meanings and Tendencies of a Bill, this 
is an Immenfe Field, to Men of firong Prejudices or 
weak Underftandings to lofe themfelves in: They may 
fuppofe the worft, where they ought to hope the beft:” 


— 


No Anfwer is to be given to a Sceptical Malice big with 
Chimera’s and impertinent Conjectures, but Silence and 


Contempt. 
When firft this Affair was fet on foot, I readily fore- 
faw what Clamours and Cavils would be ftarted, and 
ome abroad in the Difguife of Reafons and Objections, 
I put them all down in Writing, ranged them in their 
proper Order, and gave them their utmoft Force and 
Strefs, as if I was really an Advocate on the fide of 
chifm. 1 had fcarce @nith'd my Colle&ion, when 
ome of them began to peep abroad in Print ; and fo 
xaét was my Calculation, that upon a perofal of the 
everal Papers and Prints, Effays and Pamphlets, which 
ave had their Run upon this Subjeét, I do not find I 
have omitted one confiderable Topick: So that as 1 
ve had the Honour to agree with our Schifmaticks in 
heir Objeétions, I hope they will do me the Juftice to 
he Anfwers, which-1 had provided 
o each of them. 


I eafily forefaw, that abundance of Ink would be 
pile in masking out the feveral Benefits and Advan. 
ages of the Toleration ; that long and heavy Harangues 
ould be made upon the natural Rights and original 
quity of thar Settlement ; that the feveral Declara- 

from the Throne and the whole Body of the Le- 
ature, would probably be Reprinted, with great 
omp and Formality ; that tle Words MAINTAIN 
J INVIOLABLE might perhaps be wrought off 









orrible Whine and: many grievous Complaints might 
carefully Interperfed, of great ufe among Declaimers, 






People t 

N.B. Adgbd in that way of Writing, which is term'd Patherick, 
ng a rt en Men make Court to the Heart at the Expence of 
ae * nd Wee Head, and Bribe the Paflions to impofe upon the 
Quilted a! ing. Abundance of Readers, who are Dull 


14. 





Choice and Infenfible by Refolurion, needed not 
ove a Page or To of this Nonfence, in order to 
sit Edification >-But a Cart-load of Pamphlets, and 
the Pound weight (fuppofing the heavieft 

» have the moft Force) could never be 
















Buing by 








“a large Roman Charatler, and thata good deal of 


_ fofficient to’ prove, that any thing of this kind was at 


all to the purpofe. I will give up three of my Senfes 
to any Creature in the State of Rationaliry, who can 
make it out, that the Ag&t of Toleration is any way vio- 
lated or intringed by this Bal, Does the Aci of Tole- 
ration provice for Difenting School: and Academies ¢ 
No. Sit, by fufpending the Penahy, forgive the 
Sin of Schifm? No. Why then fhould that Sin be 
Propagated and made perpetual ? Does the giving Fate 
to fcrupulous Confciences, now in being, reclude the 
proper Methods co prevent the Growth of other /crs- 
pulous Confciences, by way of Succeffion, in Infinitum ¢ 
Certainly no. Dees Indulgence to actual Diffemers in- 
clude Potential Dijfenters, that is, Children, Babes, and 
an unborn Pofterity ; who not only may be, but ’muft 
be Schifmaticks, if they are forced fo it by their Parents 
in vertue of a Liberty moft abfurdly transformed into 
Arbitrary Power, Cana perfonal Exemption be aflion'd 
or made over, without the Leave and Authoriry of the 
Power, who firft granted it? Or is Schifm a Right and 
Property, which, by the exprefs Words of the Aéi, is 
to defcend in Entail, like other Potfeflions ? And have 
Jerapulons Confciences, as well as bedity Ifue, their Heirs 
Frecutors, Adminifirators, and Afigns ? All this is fuch 
ofs Tntting and Sophiltry, that no Schifmatick can pre- 
ume to advance it, without appearing at 
a profefled Heretick to oaks Ae ere 
1 forefaw befides, thar the Word Perfecution, would 
make a terrible Noife upon this Occafion, and be often 
repeated inftead of the old Nurfe’s Raw-bead and Bloody- 
bones. The dilinal Stories, and the long deplorable 
Cant, ufually utter'd under this Head, might do well 
enough among the Pantile Sints, might wet many a 
Handkerchief, and put the Lungs and Mufcles of the 
Preacher to the T orture, for two or three Hours toge- 
ther: But fuch Whine {pread upon Paper, dwindles to 
abominable Ballad ; and none of the Sounds fink deeper 
than the Nofe. This Reftraint can never be proved 
to be Pe fccution, but by the fame Arguments, which 
are brought to fuppost Lranfub/tantiation ; by reciting 
a pofitive literal Apacer, and by putting a Mezative 
upon moft of the Senfes. The Bull rather prevents than 
promotes Perfecution; fince it refcues innocent Chil- 
dren from thofe Difidvantages, which their rigorous 
Parents would force them into, by denying them the 
Liberty of becoming conjctentions Churchmen. Are our 
Charity-Schoois Shambles and Slaughter-houfes ? Are 
they Frifons and Offices of the /nguiftion ? Wo be to 
thofe Parifhes, who take the Babe fame the Breaft, and 
the Sr en at “* own natural Mother, and 
moft tyrannically Train them up to be good Men am. 
Chriftians 2? What a bloody Domineerise Mafirefs ' 
the Church of England, for attempiing to deprive tree- 
born Creatures of the glorious Benetics of Schijm, and 
to make Jouns Children, much better than their Fa- 
thers? If the fhould maintain them too, when the has 
brought them up ; it would be the very Spirit of Po- 
per) and Quinteilence of Tyranny. 
forefaw it would be urg’d, with fingular Modefty 
and no lefs Truth and Experience, how Quiet, Peace- 
able, Inolfenfive, Orderly People, the Diffenters are: 
What kind Friends and good Neighbours to the Church 
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England : What handfome Returns they have made 
Pali the Favours they have receiv: How tendeily 











ro Figg have requited Her, ard how Decently and _Con- 


ated!y they have behav’d themfelves in the Enjoy- 
ait of thofe Priviledges, that have been granted 
Klin : So that it is Pity fo gentle a Race of Lambs and 
aves fhould ever Decay, or be Extinguifh'd. This 

Aroument muft be admitted, as to the ST ruth of the 
Fact, by ol ig rene who have taken any the 
leaft notice, for fome Years paft, of the feveral Here- 
fies, Turmoil!s and Oppreffions, which have forely vext 
the Church, whilft they. ftood by to Cherifh and Relieve 
Her: Or of the feveral Diforders, Fa&tions and Inno- 
vations, which have harrafs’d and embroil’d the Srae, 
whilft cicy'always adher’d to che Confticution, and Se- 
coiled us, like good Friends and Allies, upon all oc- 
cafions.. But the Anfwer is obvious: Can rhere beany 
Thing upon Earth too Good to be made Better? And 
when rhey will not fuffer us to requite their many 
Kindnefies, and pay the Donors in their own proper 
Perfons, wwe fhould be highly Ungrateful not to do all 
the Good we can for their Pofterity. 1 am heartily 
vlad, this Atgument is not carried as far as it us’d to 
be, when they told us, they were net only Quiet and 
Veaceables but Formidable and not fit to be Difoblig’d. 
The Times of Bullying are over: Befides, that Talent 
dia not become the Quakers quite fo well as the Mem- 
bers of the Old Church Militant ; who had no great 
reafon however ta boaft of the Exploit, firice Eng-——d 
was then as much at the Mercy of a Little Popifl> Prince 
of Germany. But thefe People have feducd feveral 
lufiy Lads and overgrown Children of ours to their 
Schools and Nerferies, and it is high Time we fhould re- 
tur the Complement in kind. 

I forefaw it woujd be given out, that this Bil) will 
weaken the Protefant Intereff; and 1 know noc but 
thofe Men might be moft able to prove it, who were 
for a Comprelsenfisn and League berween A bei/f, Deift, 
Socinitn, Free-thinker, Anabapti/t, Sweet-Singer, Quaker, 
Presl yierian, French P ropbet P a'atine-Papij, Arian, Ha- 

onot, Erajiian, and about Seven Seéts more on the one 
ye and the right Pure and Orthodox Church of 
km ——4 on the other: Whereby the Protefiant Inte- 
re was to be firangely Strengthen’d and Improv'd; and 
4) high was the mutual Confidence carry'd, thar a Pro- 
tect was offer'd for making the Diffenters Guarantees for 
the fiid Church of Englind, How far tiis Confederacy 
inight have gone in reducing the Power of the Pope, 
no Morcal can tell: But whilft Uzion has more Senfe 
than Compreben/ion, and fignifies much greater Suength, 
she Ends of thar #i./y League will be much better an- 
iver d by this Zi”, If the Schijm be about Indifferent 
‘Thunes, why Thould Children be involv’d in thefe Dif- 
ferenices, before they know what they arc? If about 
vlatrers of tise Laft Ganfeguence, the Difeaters have gone 
of From the Fir and Chief Pretence, upon which a 
‘Loieratiicn was granted them. If a Scbifm was una- 
voidable, becaufe of the Ignorancerand Diftrations of 
Foriy One, why fhould the Iniquiry of thofe Times be 
L:ftablith d by a Law. or that Law be made Perpetual 
and Unalrerable ?, MF Scbifme was Telerzted on the ac- 
count of its Afevaliy why thould i be allowd the 
Priviledges of Monarchy, and go by Jubert:ance and 
Sai ffion. 

i Sistine we fhould be threaten’d by the Diffenters, 
as it thev iarended to fly and leave us ; to draw off cheir 
Wealth, dhur up their Mansfattercs, and thereby fink 
the Stes, and Ietlen the Landed Licereft. What un- 
natural Barbariry is this, and what bloody Perfecution 
et their own Children, for Cnjcience fate $ Was not 
Occafenal (ont ormiy made tor Boys.as well as for Men ? 
ts this their Good will and Tendernefs towards us ? 
May not off Children play together ? And do they dif- 
fent trom our very 4. B.C and from our Propria Que 
Maribus ? But if: Menaces' may pafs for Reafons, and 
gain Points, they had been long ago in a Condition to 

xecute ag well as Threaten. , 

] forefaw that fomething would be fiid concerning 
natural Liberiy, and that if Men have a Right to the 
Eud, which is Schifm, they have a Right alfo to theMeans, 


. ee —— ee ae 





(the Difenters, when Rampant, call 


which are the Prejudices of Edacatisn. By this Arcy 
meat all their Horn-Book Women and School-Dames a: 
Jure Drvino. Put there are other Parents befides the 
Nataral; and if Birth and Breeding go together, every 
Father ought to train his own Child, and all ilanol 
are an ulurp’d Power, and a Tyrannical Inftitution, 
But if Tutors and Mafters are to be Depured, che Star. 
has the beft Right to Depute, as having the Care of Aur, 
and Sciences, as well as of Religion. The very fame Ob. 
jecton may be made to the Laws about ’Prentices. 

I forefaw we fhould be charg with takin Freng) 
Meafures : And the Charge is a good One. Learniny 
of Greek and Latin, Majick or Poetry, Fortification bs 
Gunnery ; any thing that is taught in. France, may be 
call'd French Meafures. bythe fame Rule. But is chis 
properly French? Do not all the Nations of the World 


‘come into it; by direéting the Eduéation of their 


Youth, where there is fuch a Thing as Education ai! 
Common Senfe ? 


] forefaw that Scripture would be Pm upon ud; 
ames; but if they 
are taken down a little, then they quot Scripture) and 
that we might be bid, To do as we would’be done by, A 
Rale which, as they apply it, takes away all Penal 
Laws whatever: For who even of the Guilty would 
confent to-faffer ? And he who will not fuffer, if his 
own Negative may prevent it, ought not to inflit, ac. 
cording tu this Maxim, ' 
Thus far 1 forefaw, and gueffed right ‘enough: But 


there are fome things advanced, which I could not fore- 


fee, nor | believe any other reafonable Creature upon 


Earth. 1 could not forefee, that the Whigs wou 
Argue and openly Declare fr Repealing the Li: sori 
Papijis, Yhuis is reviving the Old League upon us; 
and afcer we had been fo happy to divide our Ene- 
mics, bringing them together again, and tying them 
by the Tail, according to the known Allegory of Foxes 
and Firebrands, to burn us up by Concert, ar hunt us 
down in Couples. 

. Acould not forefee, thar Mr. Richard Si would 
be fo ‘unufually tull of Reafons upon this Occafion. I 


could not forefee that modeft Expreffion of his: The § 


Vote for my Expulfim, was more lmportagt to the People 
of England, than Th at this time oi oe 

I could not forefee, that he would call the H— of 
C asthe People’s Aztorneys. When he was One 
of them, he was Accountable to no Man. 1 am glad 
however, he calls them by a Nam he has fo much tea 
fon to Dread. 

] could not forefee, that he would call ie 4 grea 
Pectin, that Diffenters in the North Part-of Britain 
Jhould not be as much Difcourag’d, as they are in the South. 
The Fa& is, They are not only as much, but much 
more Difcourag’d,; and in Nothing fo'much, as in this 
very Particular concerning Education. 

1 could not forefee, that he would call the Gre of 
Diffenters Chiidren the next thing to Cutting their 
Throats. 

I could not forefee, that he would ca’ g Church of 
England Education, the way to encourage blind Obe- 
dicnce in the People. 

I could not forefce that he would make it a Que- 





ftion, Whether the Bill ovght to oblige, after it was En-¥ 7 


atled. Is he going to fet up an tcademy for Sedition 
and Rebellion y “ : pf 

FE could not forefee he would deny his Affent to the 
Pill, becaufe the Pretender is ftill at Bar-le-Duc, and the 
French are about to Fortity Mardyke. He could not 
forbear the laft invinable Argument, tho’ the Fact 
happens to be falfe. 

Has Mr. Si——e a Correfpondent of Excellent Ta- 
lents (as he calls him) who will fuffer himfelf to be 
Trifled with fo egregioufly ? 

He talks of Horn-books and Old School-Dames teaching 
Schifmatick Inf ants to fey 0 f of, 0 b ob. Bar thould not 
a Reafoner of his Level go back to the fame whole- 
fome Elements for Improvement? And had it nor 
been fufficient for him to offer at a C/aufe in his own 

avour ? 
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